
IOWA COUNCIL ON HOMELESSNESS 
BI-MONTLY MEETING 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT THE IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY, 
PRESENTATION ROOM, AT 10 A.M. ON FRIDAY, 20 JANUARY 2012 

 
 

A regularly scheduled Iowa Council on Homelessness meeting was held on Friday, January 20, 
2012 at the Iowa Finance Authority in Des Moines, Iowa. 

 
I CALL TO ORDER 

 
The 20 January 2012 meeting of the Iowa Council on Homelessness was called to order at 10:00 
A.M. by acting Chair Axeen. Acting Chair Axeen shared Chair responsibilities with Mr. Beilke-
McCallum.The following 23 Council members were present: Axeen, Babcock, Beilke-
McCallum, Brand, Brown, Dunnwald, Falck, Fidelis, Harris, Hearn, Heckman, Hornbuckle, 
Johnson, Keairns, Kellogg, Lampe, Leuck, O’Tool, Peterson, Donna Phillips, Robinson, Steben, 
and Witt. There are currently 34 members on the Iowa Council on Homelessness as Council 
member Richard Auwerda passed away. A quorum of members was established. 
 

II ICN ETIQUETTE 
 

Acting Chair Axeen reminded persons using conference call to ask to be heard and to state their 
names. 
 

III APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Acting Chair Axeen called for approval of the agenda for the 20 January 2012 meeting.  
Action: On motion by Mr. Fidelis and seconded by Mr. Beilke-McCallum, the Council 
unanimously approved the agenda. 
 

IV APPROVAL OF THE 18 NOVEMBER 2011 MINUTES 
 

Acting Chair Axeen called for approval of the 18 November 2011 minutes. 
Action: On motion by the chair and seconded by Mr. Beilke-McCallum, the Council 
unanimously approved the minutes.  
 

COMMITTEE / TASK FORCE REPORTS 
 

Executive Committee 
 
Acting Chair Axeen: Mr. Axeen, filling in for Chair Gronstal, gave an update for the Executive 
Committee. Mr. Axeen mentioned that Chair Gronstal is going to start making Committee 
assignments soon. Mr. Axeen noted that if you have a preference as to which committee you 
would like to be on to please let Chair Gronstal know. The Secretary position was also discussed 
at the last committee meeting. Mr. Axeen noted that Chair Gronstal will be meeting with 
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legislators to discuss funding for the Council that could possibly be appropriated through the 
state’s budget.  
 
Amber Lewis: Ms. Lewis gave an update that Crissy Canganelli on the Policy and Planning 
Committee is still seeking a co-chair and she urged anyone interested to make it known so 
committee changes could be made. 
 
Nominating Committee 
 
Amber Lewis: The committee met recently and voted in favor of recommending three new 
members to the council whose names will be submitted to the Governor’s office for approval. 
The three people that were recommended were Mariliegh Fisher, Tim Wilson, and David Hagen. 
 

ACTION ITEM 
 
Motion: Approval of Mariliegh Fisher, Tim Wilson, and David Hagen to be submitted to the 
Governor’s office for approval to sit on the Iowa Council on Homelessness 
 
Discussion: none. 
 
Action: On motion by the Nominating Committee and seconded by Mr. Fidelis, the Council 
unanimously approved the three nominees to advance to the Governor. 
 
Continuum of Care Committee 
 
Zebulon Beilke-McCallum: Mr. Beilke-McCallum mentioned that all of the Continuum of Care 
projects were renewed and the next meeting for the committee will probably be the second week 
of February. 
 
Policy and Planning Committee 
 
Zebulon Beilke-McCallum: Mr. Beilke-McCallum stated again that Ms. Canganelli is still 
seeking a co-chair for the committee. 
 
Research and Analysis Committee 
 
Eileen Mitchell: Ms. Mitchell mentioned that this year’s Point in Time count is January 25th.  
Ms. Mitchell mentioned that the Point in Time count and the Housing Inventory is not actually 
due to HUD until this spring. Ms. Mitchell wants to get the results out earlier this year, and in 
February will present the Point in Time in a raw count and will have the Point in Time and 
Housing inventory results to present at the March Council meeting.  
 
Expanding Rapid Rehousing 
 
Zebulon Beilke-McCallum: Mr. Beilke-McCallum stated that with the new homeless definition 
coming out and the new ESG regulations coming out, the committee will be meeting very soon. 
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Progressive Engagement and Coordinated Intake 
 
David Hagen: Mr. Hagen noted that there is a planned meeting on February 1st at the Iowa 
Institute for Community Alliances in Des Moines that will focus on Service Point, Community 
Point, Housing Point tools to use in HMIS. Also, there will be discussion of a Service Point 
Upgrade. We will be taking a look at reporting capabilities as we envision what the future looks 
like. We’re going to look at the 4 categories of homelessness and line those up with what our 
vision of coordinated intake looks like.  
 
Julie Eberbach: Ms. Eberbach mentioned there is still some space available to attend this 
meeting and she welcomed additional attendees. 
 

VI     OTHER REPORTS / ACTIVITIES 
 

ACTION ITEM 
 
Motion: To amend the agenda and move Other Reports/Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s presentation ahead of State Reports/Iowa Workforce Development’s 
presentation. 
 
Action: On motion by Mr. Beilke-McCallum and seconded by Mr. Peterson, the Council 
unanimously approved the amendment to the agenda. 
 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
 
Kathy Winter: Ms. Winter gave a presentation that discussed the HUD VASH Voucher 
Program. Funding for Iowa began after appropriations in 2008. We have had funding for 
vouchers for 2008-2011. HUD and the VA have been working together on the US Council on 
Homelessness and we are always are looking for 100% utilization for the VAS H vouchers. The 
front door for this program is the VA Case Workers who refer them to local housing authorities. 
The applications for communities are by invitation only. We had six housing authorities in the 
state that were eligible to apply for VASH and we currently have 240 VASH vouchers in Iowa. 
 
HUD CoC Check-Up 
 
Amber Lewis: Ms. Lewis discussed how the Continuum of Care survey was due the day of this 
meeting on January 20, 2012. The idea was for us to gather feedback from various stakeholders 
and see where we are as a continuum and what strengths and challenges we have. There is a 
phase two that we were made aware of by HUD that we will be learning more about.  
 
Homeless Assistance Program Update 
 
Amber Lewis: We have adapted our program to meet the new guidelines. The new Emergency 
Solutions Grant and the Shelter Assistance Fund 2012 contracts are about ready to go out to 
recipients. We currently have our Phase 1 funds and Phase 2 funds will be released as soon as we 
have finished our amendment to the Consolidated Plan followed by a 30 day comment period. 
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We certainly need to have a conversation about how we are going to release those funds when 
they come in. 
 
HOME Program Timeline Update 
 
Amber Lewis: If you are interested in the HOME Program TBRA component, please contact me 
or one of my colleagues at Iowa Finance Authority that works with the HOME Program. 
 

VII PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Amber Lewis: Ms. Lewis mentioned that Council member Richard Auwerda passed away this 
week and that he was a highly valued member of the Council and he will be greatly missed by 
all. 
 

VIII     STATE AGENCY REPORT 
 

Iowa Workforce Development 
 
Kirsten Born: Ms. Born gave a very detailed description of what the Iowa Workforce can do to 
help Iowan’s obtain jobs, learn skills, and apply for jobs. She also went over all the applications 
available to use on the Workforce Development’s site. 
 

IX      OLD BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 

X     NEW BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 

XI     DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting will be held Friday, March 16, 2012, at the Iowa Finance Authority in Des 
Moines. 
 

XII     ADJOURN 
 

On motion by Ms. Hornbuckle and seconded by Wes Peterson, the Council meeting was 
adjourned at 11:20 A.M.by Acting Chair Axeen. 
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Iowa Council on Homelessness Members Present 
 

1. Al Axeen, Hawkeye Area Community Action Program 
2. Jeremy Babcock, Iowa Economic Development Authority 
3. Zebulon Beilke-McCallum, Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
4. Bill Brand, Iowa Department of Human Rights 
5. Anne Brown, Iowa Department of Corrections 
6. Carrie Dunnwald, Cedar Valley Friends of the Family 
7. Becky Falck, SEIDA Community Action 
8. Libris Fidelis, Consumer Representative 
9. Kristine Harris, Consumer Representative 
10. Ann Hearn, Linn County Community Services 
11. Clifton Heckman, Des Moines VA Medical Center 
12. Terry Hornbuckle, Iowa Department on Aging 
13. Sandy Johnson, Iowa Department of Education 
14. Amy Keairns, City of Sioux City 
15. Barb Kellogg, Norht Iowa Community Action Organization 
16. Tom Lampe, Iowa Department of Public Safety 
17. Nora Leuck, Mid-Iowa Community Action 
18. Deb O’Tool, Domestic/Sexual Assault Outreach 
19. Wes Peterson, Iowa Finance Authority 
20. Stefanie Robinson, Family Promise of Linn County  
21. Bob Steben, Iowa Department of Veterans Affairs 
22. Anne Thomas (alt for Donna Phillips), Iowa Attorney General’s Office 
23. Michael Witt, Iowa Workforce Development 

 
Iowa Council on Homelessness Members Absent 

*= member made absence known before Council meeting 
 

1. Theresa Armstrong, Iowa Department of Human Services 
2. Chris Brooks, Pleasant Hill Police Department 
3. Bob Brownell, Iowa State Association of Counties 
4. *Ben Brustkern, Cedar Valley Friends of the Family 
5. *Crissy Canganelli, Shelter House 
6. Ann Davidson, YWCA of Fort Dodge 
7. Melissa Fulton, Consumer Representative 
8. *Jeff Gronstal, Chair, Iowa Department of Public Health 
9. Reginald Schmitt, Iowa League of Cities 
10. Nancy Schulze, Heartland Family Services  
11. *Tony Timm, Central Iowa Shelter and Services  
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Iowa Finance Authority Staff in Attendance 
 

1. Judy Hartman, Administrative Assistant 
2. Amber Lewis, Homeless Programs Coordinator 
3. Josh McRoberts, Administrative Assistant 
4. Joanna Wilson, Associate General Counsel  

 
Others in Attendance 

 
1. David Binner, Wells Fargo 
2. Marie Birdsley, AIDS Project of Central Iowa 
3. Kirsten Born, Iowa Workforce Development 
4. Gloria Cano, Iowa Workforce Development 
5. Ronelle Clark, YWCA Clinton 
6. David Eberbach, Iowa Institute for Community Alliances 
7. Julie Eberbach, Iowa Institute for Community Alliances 
8. Steve Eggelston, Department of Housing and Urban Development 
9. Mariliegh Fisher, Community Housing Initiatives - Waterloo 
10. David Hagen, Hawkeye Area Community Action Program 
11. Natalie Harding, Proteus, Inc. 
12. Heather Hearney, Hawkeye Area Community Action Program 
13. Kirsten Hinker, Youth Emergency Services and Shelter 
14. Deborah Hunt, Red Rock Community Action Program 
15. Marla Janning, New Opportunities 
16. Roberta Milinksy, Youth and Shelter Services 
17. Eileen Mitchell, Iowa Institute for Community Alliances 
18. Abby Nance, Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
19. Dennis Ostrander, Community Action of Southeast Iowa 
20. Ehren Stover-Wright, Iowa Institute for Community Alliances  
21. Kelly Thompson, Humility of Mary Shelter 
22. Jennifer Tibbets, Catherine McCauley Center 
23. Tonya Weber, New Opportunities 
24. Kathy Winter, Department of Housing and Urban Development 
25. Hale Wilson, AIDS Project of Central Iowa 
26. Tim Wilson, Willis Dady Shelter 
27. Jennifer Wolkenhauer, YWCA Burlington 

 
 


