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Dear Representative/Senator,





This letter is to invite you to join me, your constituent, and other members of the Iowa Council on Homelessness at a sunrise coffee reception on the first floor of the Statehouse rotunda on Thursday, March 21st from 7-9am.





We would like to chat about the state of homelessness in Iowa. It’s not always easy to spot homelessness in our state. Homeless Iowans are struggling to find work that meets their needs and homeless kids are struggling to get good grades in school. Homeless Iowans have families, fall in love and sometimes have to flee from violence. Their dreams are like those of most of your constituents but their most basic needs aren’t being met; dreams can’t thrive when survival is your only focus. 





In 2012, more than 15,637 Iowans were homeless. Another 17,695 were able to avoid homelessness – but only because of the assistance of Iowa agencies and nonprofits. The Council has identified three recommendations the legislature can take to support the Council’s work in ending homelessness:





Assist in the creation of additional affordable housing.


In 2012, 24% of Iowa’s homeless were employed – but often just a few hundred dollars away from safe, stable housing. In addition to creating good construction jobs, affordable housing initiatives help bridge the gap for many of our working homeless.





Safe, affordable housing for extremely low-income populations provides stability. A safe environment reduces the need to visit more expensive options, such as the hospital ER and our jails.   


  


Continue to support the Shelter Assistance Fund (SAF).


In 2012, SAF provided $870,776 to twenty-seven agencies providing shelter, transitional housing, and support, to help Iowa’s most vulnerable achieve self-sufficiency.





Address the reasons Iowans are homelessness due to economic instability.


In 2012, 60% of homeless Iowans identified economics as the primary or secondary cause of their homelessness.


Quality health care costs continue to rise and leave more low-income Iowans desperate for help and 28% of Iowa’s homeless suffer from a mental disability.    





We look forward to seeing you bright and early on Thursday.





Sincerely,





Name 








Theresa Armstrong


Iowa Department of Human Services





Allan Axeen, Chair


HACAP-Iowa City





Jeremy Babcock


Iowa Economic Development Authority





Zebulon Beilke-McCallum, Secretary


Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence





David Binner


Wells Fargo





David Boss


New Hampton, Iowa





Bill Brand


Iowa Department of Human Rights





Anne Brown


Iowa Department of Corrections





Bob Brownell


Iowa State Association of Counties





Ben Brustkern


Cedar Valley Friends of the Family- Waverly





Christina Canganelli


Shelter House-Iowa City





Ann Davidson


YWCA-Fort Dodge





Carrie Dunnwald


Cedar Valley Friends of the Family





Jane Erickson


Iowa Department on Aging





Rebecca Falk


SIEDA-Ottumwa





Libris Fidelis


Iowa City, Iowa





Marileigh Fisher


Community Housing Initiatives





Jeff Gronstal, Vice Chair


Iowa Department of Public Health





David Hagen


HACAP-Cedar Rapids





Kristine Harris


Cedar Rapids, Iowa





Ann Hearn


Linn County Community Services-


Cedar Rapids





Clifton Heckman


VA Medical Center-Des Moines





Sandra Johnson


Iowa Department of Education





Rhonda Jordal


Family Alliance for Veterans of America





Barb Kellogg


    North Iowa Community Action Organization





Tom Lampe


Iowa Department of Public Safety





Stefanie Munsterman-Robinson


Family Promise of Linn County





Wes Peterson


Iowa Finance Authority





Donna Phillips


Iowa Attorney General’s Office





Reginald Schmitt


Iowa League of Cities





Nancy Schulze


Heartland Family Services-Council Bluffs





Bob Steben


Iowa Department of Veteran Affairs





Anthony Timm


Central Iowa Shelter and Services-


Des Moines





Tim Wilson


Willis Dady Emergency Shelter





Michael Witt


Iowa Workforce Development











Amber Lewis, Coordinator


Iowa Finance Authority








