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17,908

Is the number of lowans that were homeless and
received services fromCount agencies in 2007

I-Count is the Statewide Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) used by most homeless agencies across lowa.
Approximately 75% of Emergency and Transitional beds are included in this information network




17,908 unique lowans were
homeless last calendar year
and served by one of our

homeless service providers

An additionall0,010lowans were at risk
of becoming homeless and were served
these agencies to prevent homelessness.
This is not a homeless census; rather, thi
is a homeless service count for 2007.

Putting it into Perspective-

A total of27,57lpeople were homeles
or near homeless in 2007 and were serve
by a reporting agency. Of that number,
10,206 were under the age of 18!

These ardReal people,

not an estimater actual people in
need. These are people in crisis and stre
unimaginable to most of us.

Unfortunately, 84% of these clients
that were seen in 2007, were not
seen in 2006 by Service providers.

This means that47,498unique
people were served during the last
two years.

Only 1,286 people entered into emergency
shelter in 2006 and reentered Emergency

Shelter in 2007.

While this is good news that most people
are not staying homeless for extremely
long periods of time, it is bad news that
there are so many new people that need
assistance each year.

Overall decrease since 20

We show a decrease from 2006 of 1,32
people. While this would seem to be a
positive note, because of regulatory
changes related to domestic violence pr
viders we had 27 fewer agencies report-
ing in 2007 than 2006. The Des Moines|
Continuum of Care, which did not report
Domestic Violence data in 2006 or 2007,
showed a 9% increase in homeless clien
served. Further study and review of
2008 data will indicate trends with our
homeless and neahomeless populations
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Emerging Concerns-

Of course we are just seeing the

beginning of foreclosure and disaster

issues for lowans. We anticipate that

both of these issues will have a greater
mpact-romskidatt owans

coming years.

Who are we missing?

As noted last year, we know that many peo-
ple are missing from this number.

1 Families are undereported for several

n

reasons. We have very few shelters for
families, and information is not
recorded for people who are turned
away for lack of space. Also,

domestic violence shelters did not
submit information for this report.
Lastly, many people, particularly
families, avoid shelters, living instead in
cars or doubling up with another family.

Veterans often fail to report their status
to providers and federally funded,
Veteranspecific programs do not
participate in this data effort.

Information for children in families is
not always recorded by providers, and
children are often
while a parent is in a shelter.

Individuals- Many faithbased facilities
do not receive government dollars and
choose to not participate in the
statewide data network. In some cases,
these programs account for a significant
dumier of beds in a community.

Our Ongoing Hope . ..

Is that this report makes real the extent of need in our communities, recognizes the hard work done by our servica@ggEsuditesrapol-
icy changes to improve services to those in need; ensuring that homelessness be avoided when possible and to help impaunize th

when it cannot.




Families
Experiencing
Homelessness
In 2007

ANnWe need a ¢
that cares. There are
some communities that
help people get jobs, this
community wants to
sweep peopl ¢

-Participant in a Des
Moines Focus Group
on Homeless Services



